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I. Men Against Machines (1733 – 1812)  p. 954-963 

• What caused the formation of secret societies to attack mills and mill 
owners in England?   

 

• Why would machinery be threatening to the workers in the villages? 

 

A.  Luddites p. 956-958 

• Describe the Luddites (tell how they got their name, who they 
were, why they formed a group, what they did, etc) 

 

• Why would the period from the mid 1700’s through the early 
1800’s be called the “Industrial Revolution”?   

 

B. Merchants and Bankers p. 958-962 

• How far-reaching was the Industrial Revolution?  What country is 
considered the birthplace of the Industrial Revolution? 

 

• Up to this point in history, agriculture was the chief occupation of 
the people.  Landlords and clergy were the leading men of the 
country, holding high offices in government, directing much of the 



lives of the people.  There was a growing class of merchants, but 
the fact that items were made by hand limited the trade industry.  
With the age of industrial revolution, there was an increase in the 
amount of goods available for trade.  This, in turn, led to an 
increase in the number of merchants and bankers.   

 

• Define merchant. 

 

• Define banker. 

 

• Why would merchants and bankers have an interest in promoting 
“new ideas” and encouraging “progress” in the area of developing 
new machinery, etc. for the factories and farms? 

 

C. New Methods of Farming  p. 962-963 

 

• What was an “Act of Enclosure”?   

 

• What effect did it have on farmers (both common and large land 
owners)? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Use the following table to record information about several of the most important 
inventors/inventions during the Industrial Revolution. 

Inventor Invention Country Year Purpose of Invention? 
John Kay 

 

    

James Watt 

 

    

Richard 
Arkwright 

 

    

Samuel 
Crompton 

 

    

Edmund 
Cartwright 

 

    

Eli Whitney 

 

    

Thomas 
Newcomen 

 

    

Robert Fulton 

 

    

George 
Stephenson 

 

    

 

 

 

 



II. Father of the Factory System (1769 – 1807), p. 964-972 

 

A. Traders and Employers p. 964-966 

• What was the function of the trader? 

 

• How did traders evolve into employers?   into manufacturers? 

 

B. The Cotton Gin  p. 966-968 

• You may have noticed a type of “domino effect” as manufacture of 
goods was improved.  Spinning and weaving had originally been 
done at home.  The invention of a__________ that could be run by 
one weaver increased production of cloth, but was slowed because 
the weaver needed ______________  to spin thread from raw wool 
by hand.  This, in turn, led to the invention of faster spinners, 
requiring fewer people to man.  Spinners were now able to supply 
weavers with sufficient thread, but supplies of raw cotton from 
America were low because the seed had to be removed from the 
cotton bolls by hand.  Invention of the ___________________  by 
Whitney increased the rate at which the cotton could be processed, 
increasing the supply of cotton to spinners.  However, the 
increased demand for cotton also led to an increased demand for 
workers to plant and harvest cotton crops, leading to an increase in 
_______________  in the American South.   

C. Wood, Coal, and Iron  p. 968-872 

• Why was there an interest in steam engines during James Watt’s 
lifetime? 

 

• Once again, there is a “domino effect” in a different arena.  The 
_________  industry in England had almost depleted the 
________.     _________ became an alternative fuel for the 
ironworks, but to dig coal mines deep enough to be worthwhile, 
they had to find a way to _____________________________ that 
soon filled the mines.  Newcomen’s steam engine was the answer 
to the problem of the water in the mines.  The increase in available 



coal, led to a decrease in the use of _________ as a fuel in the 
factories, to an increase in the use of iron in place of _________ 
for building, and to the discovery of steel.   

The “domino effect” continued as the improvements made by Watt 
to the steam engine also increased its usefulness in many 
industries.  The increase in use of steam engines led to an 
increased need for ___________________ to get the coal and iron 
to the factories, and to haul the completed products to 
___________________.   This led to the building of a network of 
_____________ over land and the digging of 
_________________.    The invention of a workable 
_______________ by Robert Fulton and a __________________ 
by George Stephenson led to increased abilities to transport the 
raw materials and the finished products.   

• What improvements did James Watt make to Newcomen’s steam 
engine to make it more practical? 

 

• List some of the ways which Watt’s steam engines were used.  

 

III. The Factory System  1750 – 1800  p. 972-976 

• What was one of the original sources of labor for the factories? 

 

• Why was there little to no regard for the condition of the children 
working in the factories? 

 

• Describe what working conditions for children in the mills were 
like. 

 

• What was the government’s viewpoint regarding the use of 
children in factories? 
 

 



A. Adult Laborers  p. 975-976 

• The book states, “The factory system developed into a mighty 
force that was making England the richest industrial nation in the 
world.”  Were the workers becoming rich, also?   

 

 

• What arguments were used to counter the claims of the workers 
that they needed more benefits?   

 

• What was The Combination Act of 1799? 

 

• Why was entertainment and education discouraged among 
employees? 

 

B. Secret Societies  p. 976 

• What was one of the ill effects of the Industrial Revolution? 

 

• Why didn’t the government or the employers do anything to help 
improve conditions? 

 

• Who did take up the cause of the poor living conditions of the 
workers?   

 

• What type of groups was a result of the formation of secret societies?  

 

 



IV. Democracy and Nationalism  1815-1848  p. 977 

• Define legitimacy.  

 

• What was the Holy Alliance?  Why was it formed? 

 

• What factors were the downfall of the Holy Alliance and the idea of 
legitimacy?  

 

• What were the two resulting movements opposing the Holy Alliance?  
Define each one.   

 

V. The American Experiment  1787-1801  p. 978-984 

• Define republic. 

 

• Why was the newly formed country of the United States of America 
considered the “American Experiment”? 

 

• Read all or part of the Articles of Confederation.   (see appendix to this 
study guide) 

 

• What were the problems with the Articles of Confederation? 

 

• What document was formed to replace the Articles of Confederation? 

 

• Read the Constitution.  (see appendix to this study guide) 



• List some of the important points of the Constitution.   

 

 

A. Checks and Balances  p. 978-981 

• List the three branches of government and briefly describe the 
function of each. 

 

 

• Describe what is meant by the idea of “checks and balances” 
between the branches. 

 

 

• Why do you think it was so important to the drafters of the 
Constitution that no one branch was to be more powerful than the 
other?   

 

• List the beliefs of the two major parties that developed in the new 
nation, along with the major leader of each 

 

o Jeffersonians (Democratic-Republicans) –  

 

 

o Federalists -  

 

 

 



• Both a Federalist (Alexander Hamilton)  and a Democratic-
Republican (Thomas Jefferson) sat on President George 
Washington’s cabinet.  Since the two groups were in so opposite 
one another, it must have made for interesting discussions!   

Historian Page Smith observed, “...it was Washington's restraint, 
more than Washington's actions that determined his greatness...”  
How do you think Washington’s restraint may have helped in 
handling Jefferson and Hamilton in his cabinet? 

 

• What two institutions were formed by Alexander Hamilton? 

 

• What was the “Whiskey Rebellion”? 

 

B. The Federalists  p. 981 – 982 

• What was the purpose of the formation of the Democratic 
Societies? 

 

• Who was the second president of the United States? 

 

C. “Millions for Defense” 

 

• What was the cause of the naval war with France?   What 
American party played a large part in starting the war? 

 

• Differences between the Democratic-Republican and the 
Federalists caused turmoil in the country.  One result was the 
passage of the “Alien and Sedition Acts” by the Federalists in 
Congress.  What was the purpose of the act?  

 



• What was the “Sedition Act” and why was it dangerous? 

 

D. Jefferson’s Victory p. 984 

• What did Jefferson contend that the Federalists were trying to do 
by passing the Alien and Sedition Act?  

 

• What were the fears Jefferson and others had if the Federalists won 
the next presidential election? 

 

• Why did Alexander Hamilton, Thomas Jefferson’s political enemy, 
support Jefferson when Burr and Jefferson tied?  

 

• What was so important about the election of Jefferson as President 
in regard to the future of the federal government? 

 

VI. Jackson and the Common People 1812-1833 p. 984-987 

• What was a great source of dissatisfaction among many American 
citizens? 

 

• How were some men able to gain the right to vote? 

 

• List two of the reasons Jackson gained enough support to be elected 
President of the United States of America. 

 

• What marked the end of the “caucus” system of appointing candidates 
for President? 

 



• List some of the improvements made under Jackson’s leadership. 

 

A. Jacksonian Democracy  p. 987 

• Under each of the presidents, the government of the United States 
became more well-defined.  The “American Experiment” seemed 
to be working.  What was the one area where the strength of the 
American government had not been tested? 

 

VII. A House Divided  1833-1859  p. 987-995 

• Why did slavery increase in the South? 

 

• What were the differences between the way of life in the Northern 
states and the Southern states?  

 

• Were all Southerners slave holders?  all plantation owners? 

 

• Can any comparisons be made regarding the slaves and their plight 
in the South to the factory workers (many of whom were poorly 
paid and poorly treated immigrants) of the North?  

 

• What arguments did the South make for the continuation of 
slavery? 

 

• What were some of the factors that leading to the movement of 
settlers to the West and the admission of new states to the United 
States of America? 

 



• What was the Missouri Compromise?  Did it solve the problem of 
growing tension between the Northern and the Southern states? 

 

• Define: 
o abolitionist 

 

o Underground Railroad 

 

o Compromise of 1850 

 

• What effect did Harriet Beecher Stowe’s book, Uncle Tom’s Cabin, 
have on many Northerners? 

 

A.  Kansas-Nebraska Act 

• What did the Kansas-Nebraska Act provide for? 

 

• Why was it considered the “breaking point” in relations between the 
North and the South? 

 

• Why was the new political party, the Republican Party, angry at the 
Dred Scott vs. Sanford decision handed down by the Supreme Court of 
the United States? 

 

• What was the position of the two contenders, Abraham Lincoln and 
Stephen A. Douglas, on slavery?  

 



• A portion of Lincoln’s famous “A House Divided...” speech is in the 
appendix at the end of this study guide. 

 

• Who was the leader in the raid on Harper’s Ferry?  What was the 
purpose of the raid?  What was the outcome?  

 

• What effect did the raid at Harper’s Ferry have on the relationship 
between the North and the South? 

 

VIII. The Civil War  1860 – 1865  p. 997 – 1006 

• Why was it important for the Republican party to find a suitable 
candidate, especially in light of the split in the Democratic party? 

A. The South Secedes  p. 997-1000 

• Lincoln was a firm believer in the Declaration of Independence.  
Reread the following statement from the Declaration: 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, 
that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, 
that among these are Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness.” 

(the complete Declaration of Independence is found in the appendix to 
this study guide) 

• How do you interpret the phrase, “all men are created equal”? 

 

• How did most Southerners interpret the phrase? 

 

• How did Lincoln interpret it? 

 

• Define secede. 



 

• What arguments did the Southern extremists use to convince the 
people of the South to secede from the Union? 

 

• What was the new nation of southern states called?  Who was the 
leader (president) of the new nation? 

 

• Why was Lincoln hesitant to declare war against the newly formed 
Confederate States of America?   

 

• How did the attack on Fort Sumter by the Confederate forces solve 
Lincoln’s dilemma? 

 

B. Gains for the North 

Complete the chart below, listing the advantages each side had over the 
other in the war: 

North South 
  



• Why did England and France not enter the war on the South’s side? 

 

• What was the “Emancipation Proclamation”?   

 

• How did the signing of the Emancipation Proclamation change the 
feelings of the working classes of Europe towards the war in the 
United States? 

 

• Read the Emancipation Proclamation (see appendix to the study guide) 

 

• There were many more battles in the Civil War than are listed in this 
volume.  These will be covered in more detail in U.S. history.   

 

• What historical event took place on April 9, 1865?   

 

• You would expect that General Ulysses S. Grant (Union) would have 
been excited at the surrender of General Robert E. Lee (Confederate) 
at Appomattox Court House in April, 1865.  Read this excerpt from 
Grant’s memoirs to see if this was the case: 

"...but my own feelings, which had been quite jubilant on the 
receipt of his letter, were sad and depressed. I felt like anything 
rather than rejoicing at the downfall of a foe who had fought so 
long and so valiantly, and had suffered so much for a cause..." 

 

• What did the end of the Civil War do for the United States (keep in 
mind the idea of the “American experiment” that other nations were 
watching)? 

 

 



IX. Democracy in Great Britain  1789-1884  p. 1006-1009 

• Define democracy 

   

• Keeping the definition of democracy in mind, what attributes of 
England (its government, laws, etc.) made it closer to being a 
democratic nation? 

 

 

• With all of the freedoms and attributes listed above, why was England 
still not a true democracy? 

 

A. The Right to Vote  p. 1008 

• What were the arguments of the middle-class and the lower class 
as to why they should be able to vote?  

 

• Recall that in the 1830’s, the Industrial Revolution was in full 
swing in England.  Review the working conditions of factory 
workers (at the beginning of this volume).  Also review the attitude 
of the factory owners and the government toward improving 
conditions for the workers. 

 

• What was the main result of the passage of the Reform Bill of 
1832. 

 

B. The Chartists  p. 1008-1009 

• List at least three improvements made in England during the 
1830’s – 1940’s.   

 



• Who were the Chartists?  

 

X. Democracy in France  1815-1830  p. 1009 

• If you will recall from Volume 11, France had undergone a bloody 
revolution on its quest for liberty and democracy in the late 1700’s.  In the 
years following the revolution, subsequent rulers tried to undo the 
progress toward liberty that was made during the revolution.  

 

• What were some of the rights that Charles X tried to take away from the 
French people? 

 

• What was the result of the changes attempted by Charles X? 

 

XI. The Revolution of 1848 p. 1010-1015 

• Louis Philippe was named as the “citizen king” of France at the 
suggestion of Marquis de Lafayette (remember him for his aid to the 
United States during the Revolutionary War and for his part in the 
French Revolution?)  More men were given the right to vote,  but 
unfortunately, the officers that Louis Philippe selected were against 
any more changes than had already been made. 

 

• What caused the Revolution of 1848? 

 

• How did the Revolution of 1848 affect other small countries in 
Europe? 

 

• Although the revolutions in other countries initially were successful, 
why did they eventually fail? 

 



XII. Another Napoleon  1848 – 1906  p. 1015-1023 

• The second president under the “Second French Republic” was the 
nephew of the famous Napoleon Bonaparte who had ruled France 
earlier.  Although he portrayed himself as a president, once elected, he 
declared himself the Emperor of France, bringing the short-lived 
Second French Republic to an end.  He still allowed adult males to 
vote, but the effect of their vote was severely limited.   

 

• What were some of the promises that Napoleon III made to the various 
classes of people? 

 

• List some of the things that caused Napoleon III to lose popularity and 
support. 

 

• Napoleon thought that he could regain some popularity by waging 
wars and winning them.  He joined England in a war on Russia in 
1854, helped the Italians drive the Austrians out of part of Italy, tried 
to turn Mexico into an empire to rival the United States, and then 
entered into war against Prussia.  None of the earlier wars were great 
successes, and the final war against Prussia ended by the defeat of the 
French army and Napoleon III being taken as prisoner. 

 

• After the defeat of Napoleon III, leaders in Paris declared themselves a 
republic for a third time, giving all men the right to vote and providing 
for the election of a president by the Parliament, but only after another 
bloody revolution.  

 

• The Third French Republic, although it had its weaknesses, lasted 
more than 70 years, bringing France alongside the U.S. and England as 
a great democracy. 

 



XIII. Democracy Spreads  1867 – 1905  p. 1023 

• Movement toward democratic governments took place in many other 
nations in the world over the next 50 years.   

• List some of the characteristics of the democracies formed during this 
era: 

 

 

• What was the importance of the formation of the Dominion of 
Canada? 

 

 

XIV. Democracy in Latin America 1811- 1823  p. 1023-1026 

• Complete the table below with details about some of the leaders of 
revolts in Latin America: 

 

Name Country Year(s) details (successful?) 
Francisco Miranda 

 

   

Miguel Hidalgo 

 

   

Jose de San Martin 

 

   

Simon Bolivar 

 

   

 



A. Revolutions and Dictators  p. 1025 

• Why did Austria, Russia, and Prussia fear the revolutions in South 
America? 

 

• Why did the United States and Britain fear the thought of Russia, 
Austria, and Prussia meeting? 

 

B. The Monroe Doctrine p. 1025-1026 

 

• What was the purpose of the Monroe Doctrine?   

 

• The Monroe Doctrine effectively discouraged the three European 
nations from attempting to invade South America.  What did this allow 
the Latin American nations to do? 

 

• Were the newly formed republics in Latin America successful?  Why 
or why not? 

 

 

• What pattern did the history of the countries in Latin America follow 
for many years? 

 

 

 

 

 



XV. Nationalism and the Germans  1848 – 1870  p. 1027-1031 

• What caused the failure of the Revolution of 1848 in Germany? 

A. Bismarck’s Russia  p. 1028-1031 

• What were some of Otto von Bismarck’s views regarding the best 
form of government? 

 

• The King of Prussia had called Bismarck to help him unite Germany 
“by blood and iron,” under Prussian control.   What were some of the 
ways they accomplished this task? 

 

• At the end of the wars uniting the small countries under Prussia, 
Bismarck formed a new system known as the North German 
Confederation.  What three factors did Bismarck take into account 
when drawing up a constitution? 

 

 

• Did the constitution actually make the German nations a democracy?  
Why or why not? 

 

• As a result of the formation of the unification of Germany, Germany 
had gone from being a people divided to a powerful military nation.  
They had an imperial ruler (the German Emperor) and were feared 
throughout Europe. 

 

XVI. The Unification of Italy  1831 – 1870  p. 1032-1035 

• List some of the reasons that Italy wanted freedom and unification. 

 

• One of the differences in the fight for unification is that the leaders in 
Italy did not want a democracy controlled by the common people (as 



in England, France, and the United States), they wanted a 
constitutional government controlled by whom? 

 

• Who was one of the leaders of the movement toward unification?  
Who joined with Mazzini to try to unite Italy during the Revolutions of 
1848.  Were they successful? 

 

A. Cavour and Napoleon III  p. 1032-1035 

• Cavour was the prime minister under Victor Emmanuel, King of 
Sardinia.  Although he did not believe that a republic was possible, 
he hoped to that Sardinia might drive the Austrians out of Italy, 
overthrow the princes, and become ruler of all Italy.  How did he 
win the confidence of the liberals who wanted a constitutional 
government? 

 

 

• Cavour hoped to enlist France to help him in the defeat of Austria, 
then he would place the King of Sardinia on the throne.  What 
were Napoleon III’s plans?  

 

 

• Another step in the goal toward uniting Italy came when Garibaldi 
led an army of revolutionaries to overthrow the ruler of southern 
Italy.  Once Garibaldi turned over control of southern Italy to 
Cavour, the goal of forming the kingdom of Italy was almost 
complete.  In 1871, King Victor Emmanuel declared Rome the 
capital of the Kingdom of Italy.  He was considered the founder of 
united Italy.  

 

 

 



XVII. Europe Divided  1825 – 1881  p. 1035-1039 
A. Austria-Hungary 
B. The Magyars 

• Why did nationalism not lead to a larger state and a centralization of 
power in the Austrian Empire? 

 

 

• What two main national groups were forced together as the Austro-
Hungarian Empire by their alliance?   Why did they form an alliance at 
all?   

 

• What third large group of people was also a part of Austria-Hungary? 

 

• Look at the map on pages 1036-1037.  The dark dashed line is the border 
of the Austro-Hungarian Empire.  List the various provinces found in the 
empire.  Each of these provinces represented a different nationality with a 
different culture, making it difficult to unite the nations under one central 
government.  Instead of coming together as one, various revolts would 
eventually lead to the shattering of the empire. 

 

 

 

• Look at a current map of Europe.  Compare it to the map on pages 1036-
1037.   List any differences you note.  This area is still an area of political 
unrest today.  

 

 

 



European Countries 
 

 



C.   The Decembrist Revolt  p. 1038-1039 

• Russia was a large country similar to Austria-Hungary in that it 
was composed of many different nationalities.  Why did the 
Russian Empire not face the difficulties the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire did? 

 

 

• What change occurred in the minds of some of the leadership of 
the Russian army?   

 

• What did this change lead to?   Was it successful?  Why or why 
not? 

 

• What important contribution did Alexander Hertzen make? 

 

• Tsar Alexander II allowed a few freedoms to his subjects, giving 
the people hope.  What changed his mind?  What was the final 
outcome of the unrest of the people? 

 

• Was the plight of the people any better under Alexander III? 

 

• What were the major divisions that were evident in Europe and 
America by the end of the nineteenth century?    

 

• As the book states, “Europe was divided, not only into rival 
nations, but into rival ways of thinking and living as well – and this 
division would lead to the great wars and revolutions that would 
later rock the world.”  Keep this in mind as you read the volumes 
to come.   



APPENDIX 

The Declaration of Independence (1776) 
When in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to 
dissolve the political bands which have connected them with another, and to 
assume the Powers of the earth, the separate and equal station to which the Laws 
of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of 
mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the 
separation. 

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness. That to secure these rights, 
Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the 
consent of the governed. That whenever any Form of Government becomes 
destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and 
to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and 
organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect 
their Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long 
established should not be changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly 
all experience hath shown, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils 
are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are 
accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably 
the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is 
their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new 
Guards for their future security. -- Such has been the patient sufferance of these 
Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their 
former Systems of Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain 
is a history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the 
establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To prove this, let Facts be 
submitted to a candid world. He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most 
wholesome and necessary for the public good. 

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing 
importance, unless suspended in their operation till his Assent should be obtained; 
and when so suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them. 

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of 
people, unless those people would relinquish the right of Representation in the 
Legislature, a right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only. 

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable and 
distant from the depository of their public Records, for the sole purpose of 
fatiguing them into compliance with his measures. 



He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly 
firmness his invasions on the rights of the people. 

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be 
elected; whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned 
to the People at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time 
exposed to all dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within. 

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose 
obstructing the Laws of Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to 
encourage their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new 
Appropriations of Lands. 

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws 
for establishing Judiciary powers. 

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, 
and the amount and payment of their salaries. He has erected a multitude of New 
Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to harass our People, and eat out their 
substance. He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the 
Consent of our legislature. 

He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil 
Power. 

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our 
constitution, and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of 
pretended Legislation: 

For quartering large bodies of armed troops among us: 

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from Punishment for any Murders which 
they should commit on the Inhabitants of these States: For cutting off our Trade 
with all parts of the world: 

For imposing taxes on us without our Consent: 

For depriving us of many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury: For transporting 
us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences:  

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, 
establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as 
to render it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same 
absolute rule into these Colonies:  



For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering 
fundamentally the Forms of our Governments: For suspending our own 
Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with Power to legislate for us in 
all cases whatsoever. He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of 
his Protection and waging War against us. 

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed 
the lives of our people. 

He is at this time transporting large armies of foreign mercenaries to compleat the 
works of death, desolation, and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of 
Cruelty & perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally 
unworthy the Head of a civilized nation. 

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear 
Arms against their Country, to become the executioners of their friends and 
Brethren, or to fall themselves by their Hands.  

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring 
on the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian savages, whose known 
rule of warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes, and 
conditions. 

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most 
humble terms: Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated 
injury. A Prince, whose character is thus marked by every act which may define a 
Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people. 

Nor have We been wanting in attention to our British brethren. We have warned 
them from time to time of attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable 
jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the circumstances of our 
emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and 
magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to 
disavow these usurpations, which, would inevitably interrupt our connections and 
correspondence. They too must have been deaf to the voice of justice and of 
consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces 
our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, 
in Peace Friends. 

We, therefore, the Representatives of the United States of America, in General 
Congress, Assembled, appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the 
rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the good People 
of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are, 
and of Right ought to be free and independent states; that they are Absolved from 
all Allegiance to the British Crown, and that all political connection between them 
and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and that as 



Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, 
contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things 
which Independent States may of right do. And for the support of this 
Declaration, with a firm reliance on the Protection of Divine Providence, we 
mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our sacred Honor. 



"A HOUSE DIVIDED"  

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Convention: 

If we could first know where we are, and whither we are tending, we could better 
judge what to do, and how to do it. We are now far into the fifth year since a 
policy was initiated with the avowed object and confident promise of putting an 
end to slavery agitation. Under the operation of that policy, that agitation has not 
only not ceased, but has constantly augmented. In my opinion, it will not cease 
until a crisis shall have been reached and passed. "A house divided against itself 
cannot stand." I believe this government cannot endure permanently half slave 
and half free. I do not expect the Union to be dissolved; I do not expect the house 
to fall; but I do expect it will cease to be divided. It will become all one thing, or 
all the other. Either the opponents of slavery will arrest the further spread of it, 
and place it where the public mind shall rest in the belief that it is in the course of 
ultimate extinction, or its advocates will push it forward till it shall become alike 
lawful in all the States, old as well as new, North as well as South. 

Have we no tendency to the latter condition? 

Let any one who doubts, carefully contemplate that now almost complete legal 
combination -- pieces of machinery, so to speak -- compounded of the Nebraska 
doctrine and the Dred Scott decision. Let him consider, not only what work the 
machinery is adapted to do, and how well adapted, but also let him study the 
history of its construction, and trace, if he can, or rather fail, if he can, to trace the 
evidence of design, and concert of action, among its chief architects, from the 
beginning. 

The new year of 1854 found slavery excluded from more that half the States by 
State Constitutions, and from most of the National territory by Congressional 
prohibition. Four days later, commenced the struggle which ended in repealing 
that Congressional prohibition. This opened all the National territory to slavery, 
and was the first point gained... 

While the Nebraska Bill was passing through Congress, a law case, involving the 
question of a negro's freedom by reason of his owner having voluntarily taken 
him first into a free State, and then into a territory covered by the Congressional 
prohibition, and held him as a slave for a long time in each, was passing through 
the United States Circuit Court for the District of Missouri; and both Nebraska 
Bill and lawsuit were brought to a decision in the same month of May, 1854. The 
negro's name was "Dred Scott," which name now designates the decision finally 
made in the case. Before the then next Presidential election, the law case came to, 
and was argued in, the Supreme Court of the United States; but the decision of it 
was deferred until after the election. Still, before the election, Senator Trumbull, 
on the floor of the Senate, requested the leading advocate of the Nebraska Bill to 
state his opinion whether the people of a Territory can constitutionally exclude 



slavery from their limits; and the latter answers: "That is a question for the 
Supreme Court." 

The election came. Mr. Buchanan was elected, and the indorsement, such as it 
was, secured. That was the second point gained...The Presidential inauguration 
came, and still no decision of the court; but the incoming President, in his 
inaugural address, fervently exhorted the people to abide by the forthcoming 
decision, whatever it might be. Then, in a few days, came the decision. 

The reputed author of the Nebraska Bill finds an early occasion to make a speech 
at this capital indorsing the Dred Scott decision, and vehemently denouncing all 
opposition to it. The new President, too, seizes the early occasion of the Silliman 
letter to indorse and strongly construe that decision, and to express his 
astonishment that any different view had ever been entertained! 

At length a squabble springs up between the President and the author of the 
Nebraska Bill, on the mere question of fact, whether the Lecompton Constitution 
was or was not in any just sense made by the people of Kansas; and in that quarrel 
the latter declares that all he wants is a fair vote for the people, and that he cares 
not whether slavery be voted down or voted up. I do not understand his 
declaration, that he cares not whether slavery be voted down or voted up, to be 
intended by him other than as an apt definition of the policy he would impress 
upon the public mind... That principle is the only shred left of his original 
Nebraska doctrine. Under the Dred Scott decision "squatter sovereignty" squatted 
out of existence, tumbled down like temporary scaffolding; like the mould at the 
foundry, served through one blast, and fell back into loose sand; helped to carry 
an election, and then was kicked to the winds. His late joint struggle with the 
Republicans, against the Lecompton Constitution, involves nothing of the original 
Nebraska doctrine. That struggle was made on a point -- the right of a people to 
make their own constitution -- upon which he and the Republicans have never 
differed. 

The several points of the Dred Scott decision, in connection with Senator 
Douglas's "care not" policy, constitute the piece of machinery, in its present state 
of advancement. This was the third point gained. The working points of that 
machinery are: 

Firstly, That no negro slave imported as such from Africa, and descendant of such 
slave, can ever be a citizen of any State, in the sense of that term as used in the 
Constitution of the United States. This point is made in order to deprive the negro, 
in every possible event, of the benefit of the provision of the United States 
Constitution which declares that "The citizens of each State shall be entitled to all 
privileges and immunities of citizens in the several States." 

Secondly, That, "subject to the Constitution of the United States," neither 
Congress nor a Territorial Legislature can exclude slavery from any United States 



Territory. This point is made in order that individual men fill up the Territories 
with slaves, without danger of losing them as property, and thus to enhance the 
chances of permanency to the institution through all the future. 

Thirdly, That whether the holding a negro in actual slavery in a free State makes 
him free, as against the holder, the United States courts will not decide, but will 
leave to be decided by the courts of any slave state the negro may be forced into 
by the master. This point is made, not to be pressed immediately; but, if 
acquiesced in for a while, and apparently indorsed by the people at an election, 
then to sustain the logical conclusion that what Dred Scott's master might lawfully 
do with Dred Scott, in the free State of Illinois, every other master may lawfully 
do with any other one, or one thousand slaves, in Illinois, or in any other free 
State. 

Auxiliary to all this, and working hand in hand with it, the Nebraska doctrine, or 
what is left of it, is to educate and mould public opinion, at least Northern public 
opinion, not to care whether slavery is voted down or voted up. This shows 
exactly where we now are; and partially, also, whither we are tending... 

Why was the amendment, expressly declaring the right of the people, voted 
down? Plainly enough now, -- the speaking out then would have damaged the 
"perfectly free" argument upon which the election was to be carried. Why the 
outgoing President's felicitation on the indorsement? Why the delay of a 
reargument? Why the incoming President's advance exhortation in favor of the 
decision? These things look like the cautious patting and petting of a spirited 
horse preparatory to mounting him, when it is dreaded that he may give the rider a 
fall. And why the hasty after-indorsement of the decision by the President and 
others? 

We cannot absolutely know that all these exact adaptations are the result of 
preconcert. But when we see a lot of framed timbers, different portions of which 
we know have been gotten out at different times and places and by different 
workmen, -- Stephen, Franklin, Roger, and James, for instance, -- and when we 
see these timbers joined together, and see they exactly make the frame of a house 
or a mill, all the tenons and mortises exactly fitting, and all the lengths and 
proportions of the different pieces exactly adapted to their respective places, and 
not a piece too many or too few, -- not omitting even scaffolding, -- or, if a single 
piece be lacking, we see the place in the frame exactly fitted and prepared yet to 
bring such piece in, -- in such a case, we find it impossible not to believe that 
Stephen and Franklin and Roger and James all understood one another from the 
beginning, and all worked upon a common plan or draft drawn up before the first 
blow was struck... 



Constitution of the United States (1787) 

We the People of the United States, in Order to form a more perfect Union, 
establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the common defence, 
promote the general Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and 
our Posterity, do ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of 
America. 

Article I  

Section 1. All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of 
the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives. 

Section 2. The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen 
every second Year by the People of the several States, and the Electors in each 
State shall have the Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most numerous 
Branch of the State Legislature. 

No Person shall be a Representative who shall not have attained to the Age of 
twenty five Years, and been seven Years a Citizen of the United States, and who 
shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen. 

Representatives and direct Taxes shall be apportioned among the several States 
which may be included within this Union, according to their respective Numbers, 
which shall be determined by adding to the whole Number of free Persons, 
including those bound to Service for a Term of Years, and excluding Indians not 
taxed, three fifths of all other Persons. The actual Enumeration shall be made 
within three Years after the first Meeting of the Congress of the United States, 
and within every subsequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they shall by 
Law direct. The Number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty 
Thousand, but each State shall have at Least one Representative; and until such 
enumeration shall be made, the State of New Hampshire shall be entitled to chuse 
three, Massachusetts eight, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations one, 
Connecticut five, New-York six, New Jersey four, Pennsylvania eight, Delaware 
one, Maryland six, Virginia ten, North Carolina five, South Carolina five, and 
Georgia three. 

When vacancies happen in the Representation from any State, the Executive 
Authority thereof shall issue Writs of Election to fill such Vacancies. 

The House of Representatives shall chuse their Speaker and other Officers; and 
shall have the sole Power of Impeachment. 

Section 3. The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators 
from each State, chosen by the Legislature thereof, for six Years; and each 
Senator shall have one Vote. 



Immediately after they shall be assembled in Consequence of the first Election, 
they shall be divided as equally as may be into three Classes. The Seats of the 
Senators of the first Class shall be vacated at the Expiration of the second Year, of 
the second Class at the Expiration of the fourth Year, and of the third Class at the 
Expiration of the sixth Year, so that one third may be chosen every second Year; 
and if Vacancies happen by Resignation, or otherwise, during the Recess of the 
Legislature of any State, the Executive thereof may make temporary 
Appointments until the next Meeting of the Legislature, which shall then fill such 
Vacancies. 

No Person shall be a Senator who shall not have attained to the Age of thirty 
Years, and been nine Years a Citizen of the United States, and who shall not, 
when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State for which he shall be chosen. 

The Vice President of the United States shall be President of the Senate, but shall 
have no Vote, unless they be equally divided. 

The Senate shall chuse their other Officers, and also a President pro tempore, in 
the Absence of the Vice President, or when he shall exercise the Office of 
President of the United States. 

The Senate shall have the sole Power to try all Impeachments. When sitting for 
that Purpose, they shall be on Oath or Affirmation. When the President of the 
United States is tried the Chief Justice shall preside: And no Person shall be 
convicted without the Concurrence of two thirds of the Members present. 

Judgment in Cases of Impeachment shall not extend further than to removal from 
Office, and disqualification to hold and enjoy any Office of honor, Trust or Profit 
under the United States: but the Party convicted shall nevertheless be liable and 
subject to Indictment, Trial, Judgment and Punishment, according to Law. 

Section 4. The Times, Places and Manner of holding Elections for Senators and 
Representatives, shall be prescribed in each State by the Legislature thereof; but 
the Congress may at any time by Law make or alter such Regulations, except as to 
the Places of chusing Senators. 

The Congress shall assemble at least once in every Year, and such Meeting shall 
be on the first Monday in December, unless they shall by Law appoint a different 
Day. 

Section 5. Each House shall be the Judge of the Elections, Returns and 
Qualifications of its own Members, and a Majority of each shall constitute a 
Quorum to do Business; but a smaller Number may adjourn from day to day, and 
may be authorized to compel the Attendance of absent Members, in such Manner, 
and under such Penalties as each House may provide. 



Each House may determine the Rules of its Proceedings, punish its Members for 
disorderly Behaviour, and, with the Concurrence of two thirds, expel a Member. 

Each House shall keep a Journal of its Proceedings, and from time to time publish 
the same, excepting such Parts as may in their Judgment require Secrecy; and the 
Yeas and Nays of the Members of either House on any question shall, at the 
Desire of one fifth of those Present, be entered on the ournal. 

Neither House, during the Session of Congress, shall, without the Consent of the 
other, adjourn for more than three days, nor to any other Place than that in which 
the two Houses shall be sitting. 

Section 6. The Senators and Representatives shall receive a Compensation for 
their Services, to be ascertained by law, and paid out of the Treasury of the United 
States. They shall in all Cases, except Treason, Felony and Breach of the Peace, 
be privileged from Arrest during their Attendance at the Session of their 
respective Houses, and in going to and returning from the same; and for any 
Speech or Debate in either House, they shall not be questioned in any other Place. 

No Senator or Representative shall, during the Time for which he was elected, be 
appointed to any civil Office under the Authority of the United States, which shall 
have been created, or the Emoluments whereof shall have been encreased during 
such time; and no Person holding any Office under the United States, shall be a 
Member of either House during his Continuance in Office. 

Section 7. All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of 
Representatives; but the Senate may propose or concur with amendments as on 
other Bills. 

Every Bill which shall have passed the House of Representatives and the Senate, 
shall, before it become a Law, be presented to the President of the United States; 
If he approve he shall sign it, but if not he shall return it with his Objections to 
that House in which it shall have originated, who shall enter the Objections at 
large on their Journal, and proceed to reconsider it. If after such Reconsiderations 
two thirds of that House shall agree to pass the Bill, it shall be sent, together with 
the Objections, to the other House, by which it shall likewise be reconsidered, and 
if approved by two thirds of that House, it shall become a Law. But in all such 
Cases the Votes of both Houses shall be determined by Yeas and Nays, and the 
Names of the Persons voting for and against the Bill shall be entered on the 
Journal of each House respectively. If any Bill shall not be returned by the 
President within ten Days (Sunday excepted) after it shall have been presented to 
him, the Same shall be a Law, in like Manner as if he had signed it, unless the 
Congress by their Adjournment prevent its Return, in which Case it shall not be a 
Law. 



Every Order, Resolution, or Vote to which the Concurrence of the Senate and 
House of Representatives may be necessary (except on a question of 
Adjournment) shall be presented to the President of the United States; and before 
the Same shall take Effect, shall be approved by him, or being disapproved by 
him, shall be repassed by two thirds of the Senate and House of Representatives, 
according to the Rules and Limitations prescribed in the Case of a Bill. 

Section 8. The Congress shall have Power To lay and collect Taxes, Duties, 
Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for the common Defence and 
general Welfare of the United States; but all Duties, Imposts and Excises shall be 
uniform throughout the United States; 

To borrow Money on the credit of the United States; 

To regulate Commerce with foreign Nations, and among the several States, and 
with the Indian Tribes; 

To establish an uniform Rule of Naturalization, and uniform Laws on the subject 
of Bankruptcies throughout the United States; 

To coin Money, regulate the Value thereof, and of foreign Coin, and fix the 
Standard of Weights and Measures; 

To provide for the Punishment of counterfeiting the Securities and current Coin of 
the United States; 

To establish Post Offices and post Roads; 

To promote the Progress of Science and useful Arts, by securing for limited 
Times to Authors and Inventors the exclusive Right to their respective Writings 
and Discoveries; 

To constitute Tribunals inferior to the supreme Court; 

To define and punish Piracies and Felonies committed on the high Seas, and 
Offenses against the Law of Nations; 

To declare War, grant Letters of Marque and Reprisal, and make Rules 
concerning Captures on Land and Water; 

To raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to that Use shall be 
for a longer Term than two Years; 

To provide and maintain a Navy; 

To make Rules for the Government and Regulation of the land and naval Forces; 



To provide for calling forth the Militia to execute the Laws of the Union, suppress 
Insurrections and repel Invasions; 

To provide for organizing, arming, and disciplining, the Militia, and for governing 
such Part of them as may be employed in the Service of the United States, 
reserving to the States respectively, the Appointment of the Officers, and the 
Authority of training the Militia according to the discipline prescribed by 
Congress; 

To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District (not 
exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by Cession of particular States, and the 
Acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the Government of the United States, 
and to exercise like Authority over all Places purchased by the Consent of the 
Legislature of the State in which the Same shall be, for the Erection of Forts, 
Magazines, Arsenals, dock-Yards, and other needful Buildings; -- And 

To make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into 
Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested by this Constitution 
in the Government of the United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof. 

Section 9. The Migration or Importation of such Persons as any of the States now 
existing shall think proper to admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior 
to the Year one thousand eight hundred and eight, but a Tax or duty may be 
imposed on such Importation, not exceeding ten dollars for each Person. 

The Privilege of the Writ of Habeas Corpus shall not be suspended, unless when 
in Cases of Rebellion or Invasion the public Safety may require it. 

No Bill of Attainder or ex post facto Law shall be passed. 

No Capitation, or other direct, Tax shall be laid, unless in Proportion to the 
Census or Enumeration herein before directed to be taken. 

No Tax or Duty shall be laid on Articles exported from any State. 

No Preference shall be given by any Regulation of Commerce or Revenue to the 
Ports of one State over those of another; nor shall Vessels bound to, or from, one 
State, be obliged to enter, clear or pay Duties in another. 

No Money shall be drawn from the Treasury, but in Consequence of 
Appropriations made by Law; and a regular Statement and Account of the 
Receipts and Expenditures of all public Money shall be published from time to 
time. 

No Title of Nobility shall be granted by the United States: And no Person holding 
any Office or Trust under them, shall, without the Consent of the Congress, accept 



of any present, Emolument, Office, or Title, of any kind whatever, from any King, 
Prince or foreign State. 

Section 10. No State shall enter into any Treaty, Alliance, or Confederation; grant 
Letters of Marque and Reprisal, coin Money; emit Bills of Credit, make any 
Thing but gold and silver Coin a Tender in Payment of Debts; pass any Bill of 
Attainder, ex post facto Law, or Law impairing the Obligation of Contracts, or 
grant any Title of Nobility. 

No State shall, without the Consent of the Congress, lay any Imposts or Duties on 
Imports or Exports, except what may be absolutely necessary for executing its 
inspection Laws: and the net Produce of all Duties and Imposts, laid by any State 
on Imports or Exports, shall be for the Use of the Treasury of the United States; 
and all such Laws shall be subject to the Revision and Controul of the Congress. 

No State shall, without the Consent of Congress, lay any Duty of Tonnage, keep 
Troops, or Ships of War in time of Peace, enter into any Agreement or Compact 
with another State, or with a foreign Power, or engage in War, unless actually 
invaded, or in such imminent Danger as will not admit of delay. 

Article II  

Section 1. The executive Power shall be vested in a President of the United States 
of America. He shall hold his Office during the Term of four Years, and, together 
with the Vice President, chosen for the same Term, be elected, as follows 

Each State shall appoint, In such Manner as the Legislature thereof may direct, a 
Number of Electors, equal to the whole Number of Senators and Representatives 
to which the State may be entitled in the Congress: but no Senator or 
Representative, or Person holding an Office of Trust or Profit under the United 
States, shall be appointed an Elector. 

The Electors shall meet in their respective States, and vote by Ballot for two 
Persons, of whom one at least shall not be an Inhabitant of the same State with 
themselves. And they shall make a List of all the Persons voted for, and of the 
number of Votes for each; which List they shall sign and certify, and transmit 
sealed to the Seat of the Government of the United States, directed to the 
President of the Senate. The President of the Senate shall, in the Presence of the 
Senate and House of Representatives, open all the Certificates, and the Votes shall 
then be counted. The Person having the greatest number of Votes shall be the 
President, if such Number be a Majority of the whole Number of Electors 
appointed; and if there be more than one who have such Majority, and have an 
equal Number of Votes, then the House of Representatives shall immediately 
chuse by Ballot one of them for President; and if no Person have a Majority, then 
from the five highest on the List the said House shall in like Manner chuse the 
President. But in chusing the President, the Votes shall be taken by States, the 



Representation from each State having one Vote; a quorum for this Purpose shall 
consist of a Member or Members from two thirds of the States, and a Majority of 
all the States shall be necessary to a Choice. In every Case, after the Choice of the 
President, the Person having the greatest Number of Votes of the Electors shall be 
the Vice President. But if there should remain two or more who have equal Votes, 
the Senate shall chuse from them by Ballot the Vice President. 

The Congress may determine the Time of chusing the Electors, and the Day on 
which they shall give their Votes; which Day shall be the same throughout the 
United States. 

No Person except a natural born Citizen, or a Citizen of the United States at the 
time of the Adoption of this Constitution, shall be eligible to the Office of 
President; neither shall any Person be eligible to that Office who shall not have 
attained to the Age of thirty five Years, and been fourteen Years a Resident within 
the United States. 

In Case of the Removal of the President from Office, or of his Death, Resignation, 
or Inability to discharge the Powers and Duties of the said Office, the Same shall 
devolve on the Vice President, and the Congress may by Law provide for the 
Case of Removal, Death, Resignation or Inability, both of the President and Vice 
President, declaring what Officer shall then act as President, and such Officer 
shall act accordingly, until the Disability be removed, or a President shall be 
elected. 

The President shall, at stated Times, receive for his Services, a Compensation, 
which shall neither be encreased nor diminished during the Period for which he 
shall have been elected, and he shall not receive within that Period any other 
emolument from the United States, or any of them. 

Before he enter on the Execution of his Office, he shall take the following Oath or 
Affirmation: -- "I do solemnly swear (or affirm) that I will faithfully execute the 
Office of President of the United States, and will to the best of my Ability, 
preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States." 

Section 2. The President shall be Commander in Chief of the Army and Navy of 
the United States, and of the Militia of the several States, when called into the 
actual Service of the United States; he may require the Opinion, in writing, of the 
principal Officer in each of the executive Departments, upon any Subject relating 
to the Duties of their respective Offices, and he shall have Power to grant 
Reprieves and Pardons for Offenses against the United States, except in Cases of 
Impeachment. 

He shall have Power, by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, to make 
Treaties, provided two thirds of the Senators present concur; and he shall 
nominate, and by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint 



Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, Judges of the supreme Court, 
and all other Officers of the United States, whose Appointments are not herein 
otherwise provided for, and which shall be established by Law: but the Congress 
may by Law vest the Appointment of such inferior Officers, as they think proper, 
in the President alone, in the Courts of Law, or in the Heads of Departments. 

The President shall have Power to fill up all Vacancies that may happen during 
the Recess of the Senate, by granting Commissions which shall expire at the End 
of their next Session. 

Section 3. He shall from time to time give to the Congress Information of the 
State of the Union, and recommend to their Consideration such Measures as he 
shall judge necessary and expedient; he may, on extraordinary Occasions, 
convene both Houses, or either of them, and in Case of Disagreements between 
them, with Respect to the Time of Adjournment, he may adjourn them to such 
Time as he shall think proper; he shall receive Ambassadors and other public 
Ministers; he shall take Care that the Laws be faithfully executed, and shall 
Commission all the Officers of the United States. 

Section 4. The President, Vice President and all Civil Officers of the United 
States, shall be removed from Office on Impeachment for, and Conviction of, 
Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and Misdemeanors.  

Article III  

Section 1. The judicial Power of the United States, shall be vested in one supreme 
Court, and in such inferior Courts as the Congress may from time to time ordain 
and establish. The Judges, both of the supreme and inferior Courts, shall hold 
their Offices during good Behaviour, and shall, at stated Times, receive for their 
Services, a Compensation, which shall not be diminished during their 
Continuance in Office. 

Section 2. The judicial Power shall extend to all Cases, in Law and Equity, arising 
under this Constitution, the Laws of the United States, and Treaties made, or 
which shall be made, under their Authority; -- to all Cases affecting Ambassadors, 
other public Ministers and Consuls; -- to all Cases of admiralty and maritime 
Jurisdiction; -- to Controversies to which the United States shall be a Party; -- to 
Controversies between two or more States; -- between a State and Citizens of 
another State; -- between Citizens of different States; -- between Citizens of the 
same State claiming Lands under Grants of different States, and between a State, 
or the Citizens thereof, and foreign States, Citizens or Subjects. 

In all Cases affecting Ambassadors, other public Ministers and Consuls, and those 
in which a State shall be Party, the Supreme Court shall have original Jurisdiction. 
In all the other Cases before mentioned, the supreme Court shall have appelate 



Jurisdiction, both as to Law and Fact, with such Exceptions, and under such 
Regulations as the Congress shall make. 

The Trial of all Crimes, except in Cases of Impeachment, shall be by Jury; and 
such Trial shall be held in the State where the said Crimes shall have been 
committed; but when not committed within any State, the Trial shall be at such 
Place or Places as the Congress may by Law have directed. 

Section 3. Treason against the United States, shall consist only in levying War 
against them, or in adhering to their Enemies, giving them Aid and Comfort. No 
Person shall be convicted of Treason unless on the Testimony of two Witnesses to 
the same overt Act, or on Confession in open Court. 

The Congress shall have Power to declare the Punishment of Treason, but no 
Attainder of Treason shall work Corruption of Blood, or Forfeiture except during 
the Life of the Person attainted. 

Article IV  

Section 1. Full Faith and Credit shall be given in each State to the public Acts, 
Records, and judicial proceedings of every other State. And the Congress may by 
general Laws prescribe the Manner in which such Acts, Records and Proceedings 
shall be proved, and the Effect thereof. 

Section 2. The Citizens of each State shall be entitled to all Privileges and 
Immunities of Citizens in the several States. 

A Person charged in any State with Treason, Felony, or other Crime, who shall 
flee from Justice, and be found in another State, shall on Demand of the executive 
Authority of the State from which he fled, be delivered up, to be removed to the 
State having Jurisdiction of the Crime. 

No Person held to Service or Labour in one State, under the Laws thereof, 
escaping into another, shall, in Consequence of any Law or Regulation therein, be 
discharged from such Service or Labour, but shall be delivered up on Claim of the 
Party to whom such Service or Labour may be due. 

Section 3. New States may be admitted by the Congress into this Union; but no 
new State shall be formed or erected within the Jurisdiction of any other State; nor 
any State be formed by the Junction of two or more States, or Parts of States, 
without the Consent of the Legislatures of the States concerned as well as of the 
Congress. 

The Congress shall have Power to dispose of and make all needful Rules and 
Regulations respecting the Territory or other Property belonging to the United 



States; and nothing in this Constitution shall be so construed as to Prejudice any 
Claims of the United States, or of any particular State. 

Section 4. The United States shall guarantee to every State in this Union a 
Republican Form of Government, and shall protect each of them against Invasion; 
and on Application of the Legislature, or of the Executive (when the Legislature 
cannot be convened) against domestic Violence. 

Article V  

The Congress, whenever two thirds of both Houses shall deem it necessary, shall 
propose Amendments to this Constitution, or, on the Application of the 
Legislatures of two thirds of the several States, shall call a Convention for 
proposing Amendments, which, in either Case, shall be valid to all Intents and 
Purposes, as Part of this Constitution, when ratified by the Legislatures of three 
fourths of the several States, or by Conventions in three fourths thereof, as the one 
or the other Mode of Ratification may be proposed by the Congress; provided that 
no Amendment which may be made prior to the Year One thousand eight hundred 
and eight shall in any Manner affect the first and fourth Clauses in the Ninth 
Section of the first Article; and that no State, without its Consent, shall be 
deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate. 

Article VI  

All Debts contracted and Engagements entered into, before the Adoption of this 
Constitution, shall be as valid against the United States under this Constitution, as 
under the Confederation. 

This Constitution, and the Laws of the United States which shall be made in 
Pursuance thereof; and all Treaties made, or which shall be made, under the 
Authority of the United States, shall be the supreme Law of the Land; and the 
Judges in every State shall be bound thereby, any Thing in the Constitution or 
Laws of any State to the Contrary notwithstanding. 

The Senators and Representatives before mentioned, and the Members of the 
several State Legislatures, and all executive and judicial Officers, both of the 
United States and of the several States, shall be bound by Oath or Affirmation, to 
support this Constitution; but no religious Test shall ever be required as a 
Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United States. 

Article VII  

The Ratification of the Conventions of nine States, shall be sufficient for the 
Establishment of this Constitution between the States so ratifying the Same. 



Done in Convention by the Unanimous Consent of the States present the 
Seventeenth Day of September in the Year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and Eighty seven and of the Independence of the United States of 
America the Twelfth. In witness thereof We have hereunto subscribed our Names, 

Articles in Addition to, and Amendment of, the Constitution of the United States 
of America, Proposed by Congress, and Ratified by the Several States, Pursuant 
to the Fifth Article of the Original Constitution. 

Amendment I  

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or 
the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the Government for 
a redress of grievances. 

Amendment II  

A well regulated Militia, being necessary to the security of a free State, the right 
of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed. 

Amendment III  

No Soldier, in time of peace be quartered in any house, without the consent of the 
Owner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be prescribed by law. 

Amendment IV  

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses, papers, and effects, 
against unreasonable searches and seizures, shall not be violated, and no Warrants 
shall issue, but upon probable cause, supported by Oath or affirmation, and 
particularly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or things to be 
seized. 

Amendment V  

No Person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infamous crime, 
unless on a presentment or indictment of a Grand Jury, except in cases arising in 
the land or naval forces, or in the Militia, when in actual service in time of War or 
public danger; nor shall any person be subject for the same offence to be twice put 
in jeopardy of life or limb; nor shall be compelled in any criminal case to be a 
witness against himself, nor be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due 
process of law; nor shall private property be taken for public use, without just 
compensation. 

 



Amendment VI  

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to a speedy and 
public trial by an impartial jury of the State and district wherein the crime shall 
have been committed, which district shall have been previously ascertained by 
law, and to be informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be 
confronted with the witness against him; to have compulsory process for 
obtaining Witnesses in his favor, and to have the Assistance of Counsel for his 
defence. 

Amendment VII  

In Suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall exceed twenty 
dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be preserved, and no fact tried by a jury, 
shall be otherwise re-examined in any Court of the United States, than according 
to the rules of the common law. 

Amendment VIII  

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines imposed, nor cruel and 
unusual punishments inflicted. 

Amendment IX  

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall not be construed to 
deny or disparage others retained by the people. 

Amendment X  

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited 
by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people. [The 
first ten amendments were ratified Dec. 15, 1791.] 

Amendment XI  

The Judicial power of the United States shall not be construed to extend to any 
suit in law or equity, commenced or prosecuted against one of the United States 
by Citizens of another State, or by Citizens or Subjects of any Foreign State. [Jan. 
8, 1798] 

Amendment XII  

The Electors shall meet in their respective states and vote by ballot for President 
and Vice-President, one of whom, at least, shall not be an inhabitant of the same 
state with themselves; they shall name in their ballots the person voted for as 
President, and in distinct ballots the person voted for as Vice-President, and they 



shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for as President, and of all persons 
voted for as Vice-President, and of the number of votes for each, which lists they 
shall sign and certify, and transmit sealed to the seat of the government of the 
United States, directed to the President of the Senate; -- The President of the 
Senate shall, in the presence of the Senate and House of Representatives, open all 
the certificates and the votes shall then be counted; -- The person having the 
greatest number of votes for President, shall be the President, if such number be a 
majority of the whole number of Electors appointed; and if no person have such 
majority, then from the persons having the highest numbers not exceeding three 
on the list of those voted for as President, the House of Representatives shall 
choose immediately, by ballot, the President. But in choosing the President, the 
votes shall be taken by states, the representation from each state having one vote; 
a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a member or members from two-thirds 
of the states, and a majority of all the states shall be necessary to a choice. And if 
the House of Representatives shall not choose a President whenever the right of 
choice shall devolve upon them, before the fourth day of March next following, 
then the Vice-President shall act as President, as in the case of the death or other 
constitutional disability of the President -- The person having the greatest number 
of votes as Vice-President, shall be the Vice-President, if such number be a 
majority of the whole number of Electors appointed, and if no person have a 
majority, then from the two highest numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose 
the Vice-President; a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two-thirds of the 
whole number of Senators, and a majority of the whole number shall be necessary 
to a choice. But no person constitutionally ineligible to the office of President 
shall be eligible to that of Vice-President of the United States. [Sept. 25, 1804] 

Amendment XIII  

Section 1. Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, except as a punishment for 
crime whereof the party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the 
United States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction. 

Section 2. Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 
legislation. [Dec. 18, 1865] 

Amendment XIV  

Section 1. All persons born or naturalized in the United States and subject to the 
jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they 
reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges 
or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any 
person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny any 
person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws. 

Section 2. Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States 
according to their respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons in 



each State, excluding Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote at any election 
for the choice of electors for President and Vice President of the United States, 
Represen-tatives in Congress, the Executive and Judicial officers of a State, or the 
members of the Legislature thereof, is denied to any of the male inhabitants of 
such State, being twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the United States, or in 
any way abridged, except for participation in rebellion, or other crime, the basis of 
representation therein shall be reduced in the proportion which the number of 
such male citizens shall bear to the whole number of male citizens twenty-one 
years of age in such State. 

Section 3. No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elector 
of President and Vice President, or hold any office, civil or military, under the 
United States, or under any State, who, having previously taken an oath, as a 
member of Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a member of any 
State legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any State, to support the 
Constitution of the United States, shall have engaged in insurrection or rebellion 
against the same, or given aid or comfort to the enemies thereof. But Congress 
may by a vote of two-thirds of each House, remove such disability. 

Section 4. The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by law, 
including debts incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for services in 
suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither the 
United States nor any State shall assume or pay any debt or obligation incurred in 
aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or any claim for the loss 
or emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, obligations and claims shall be 
held illegal and void. 

Section 5. The Congress shall have power to enforce by appropriate legislation, 
the provisions of this article. [July 28, 1868] 

Amendment XV  

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States or by any State on account of race, color, or 
previous condition of servitude. 

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 
legislation. [March 30, 1870] 

Amendment XVI  

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on incomes, from 
whatever source derived, without apportionment among the several States, and 
without regard to any census or enumeration. [Feb. 25, 1913] 

 



Amendment XVII  

The Senate of the United States shall be composed of two Senators from each 
State, elected by the people thereof, for six years; and each Senator shall have one 
vote. The electors in each State shall have the qualifications requisite for electors 
of the most numerous branch of the State legislatures. 

When vacancies happen in the representation of any State in the Senate, the 
executive authority of such State shall issue writs of election to fill such 
vacancies: Provided, That the legislature of any State may empower the executive 
thereof to make temporary appointments until the people fill the vacancies by 
election as the legislature may direct. 

This amendment shall not be so construed as to affect the election or term of any 
Senator chosen before it becomes valid as part of the Constitution. [May 31, 
1913] 

Amendment XVIII  

Section 1. After one year from the ratification of this article the manufacture, sale, 
or transportation of intoxicating liquors within, the importation thereof into, or the 
exportation thereof from the United States and all territory subject to the 
jurisdiction thereof for beverage purposes is hereby prohibited. 

Section 2. The Congress and the several States shall have concurrent power to 
enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 

Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an 
amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of the several States, as 
provided in the Constitution, within seven years from the date of the submission 
hereof to the States by the Congress. [Jan. 29, 1919] 

Amendment XIX  

The right of citizens of the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged 
by the United States or by any State on account of sex. 

Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. [Aug. 
26, 1920] 

Amendment XX  

Section 1. The terms of the President and Vice President shall end at noon on the 
20th day of January, and the terms of Senators and Representatives at noon on the 
3d day of January, of the years in which such terms would have ended if this 
article had not been ratified; and the terms of their successors shall then begin. 



Section 2. The Congress shall assemble at least once in every year, and such 
meeting shall begin at noon on the 3d day of January, unless they shall by law 
appoint a different day. 

Section 3. If, at the time fixed for the beginning of the term of the President, the 
President elect shall have died, the Vice President elect shall become President. If 
a President shall not have been chosen before the time fixed for the beginning of 
his term, or if the President elect shall have failed to qualify, then the Vice 
President elect shall act as President until a President shall have qualified; and the 
Congress may by law provide for the case wherein neither a President elect nor a 
Vice President elect shall have qualified, declaring who shall then act as 
President, or the manner in which one who is to act shall be selected, and such 
person shall act accordingly until a President or Vice President shall have 
qualified. 

Section 4. The Congress may by law provide for the case of the death of any of 
the persons for whom the House of Representatives may choose a President 
whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them, and for the case of 
the death of any of the persons from whom the Senate may choose a Vice 
President whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon them. 

Section 5. Sections 1 and 2 shall take effect on the 15th day of October following 
the ratification of this article. 

Section 6. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an 
amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several 
States within seven years from the date of its submission. [Feb. 6, 1933] 

Amendment XXI  

Section 1. The eighteenth article of amendment to the Constitution of the United 
States is hereby repealed. 

Section 2. The transportation or importation into any State, Territory, or 
possession of the United States for delivery or use therein of intoxicating liquors, 
in violation of the laws thereof, is hereby prohibited. 

Section 3. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an 
amendment to the Constitution by conventions in the several States, as provided 
in the Constitution, within seven years from the date of the submission hereof to 
the States by the Congress. [Dec. 5, 1933] 

Amendment XXII  

Section 1. No person shall be elected to the office of the President more than 
twice, and no person who has held the office of President, or acted as President, 



for more than two years of a term to which some other person was elected 
President shall be elected to the office of the President more than once. But this 
Article shall not apply to any person holding the office of President when this 
Article was proposed by the Congress, and shall not prevent any person who may 
be holding the office of President, or acting as President, during the term within 
which this Article becomes operative from holding the office of President or 
actingas President during the remainder of such term. 

Section 2. This article shall be inoperative unless it shall have been ratified as an 
amendment to the Constitution by the legislatures of three-fourths of the several 
States within seven years from the date of its submission to the States by the 
Congress. [Feb. 27, 1951] 

Amendment XXIII  

Section 1. The District constituting the seat of Government of the United States 
shall appoint in such manner as the Congress may direct: 

A number of electors of President and Vice President equal to the whole number 
of Senators and Representatives in Congress to which the District would be 
entitled if it were a State, but in no event more than the least populous State; they 
shall be in addition to those appointed by the States, but they shall be considered, 
for the purposes of the election of President and Vice President, to be electors 
appointed by a State; and they shall meet in the District and perform such duties 
as provided by the twelfth article of amendment. 

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 
legislation. [Mar. 29, 1961] 

Amendment XXIV  

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States to vote in any primary or 
other election for President or Vice President, for electors for President or Vice 
President, or for Senator or Representative in Congress, shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States or any State by reason of failure to pay any poll tax 
or other tax. 

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 
legislation. [Jan. 23, 1964] 

Amendment XXV  

Section 1. In case of the removal of the President from office or of his death or 
resignation, the Vice President shall become President. 



Section 2. Whenever there is a vacancy in the office of the Vice President, the 
President shall nominate a Vice President who shall take office upon confirmation 
by a majority vote of both Houses of Congress. 

Section 3. Whenever the President transmits to the President pro tempore of the 
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his written declaration 
that he is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, and until he 
transmits to them a written declaration to the contrary, such powers and duties 
shall be discharged by the Vice President as Acting President. 

Section 4. Whenever the Vice President and a majority of either the principal 
officers of the executive departments or of such other body as Congress may by 
law provide, transmit to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives their written declaration that the President is 
unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the Vice President shall 
immediately assume the powers and duties of the office as Acting President. 

Thereafter, when the President transmits to the President pro tempore of the 
Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives his written declaration 
that no inability exists, he shall resume the powers and duties of his office unless 
the Vice President and a majority of either the principal officers of the executive 
department or of such other body as Congress may by law provide, transmit 
within four days to the President pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the 
House of Representatives their written declaration that the President is unable to 
discharge the powers and duties of his office. Thereupon Congress shall decide 
the issue, assembling within forty-eight hours for that purpose if not in session. If 
the Congress, within twenty-one days after receipt of the latter written 
declaration, or, if Congress is not in session, within twenty-one days after 
Congress is required to assemble, determines by two-thirds vote of both Houses 
that the President is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office, the 
Vice President shall continue to discharge the same as Acting President; 
otherwise, the President shall resume the powers and duties of his office. [Feb. 10, 
1967] 

Amendment XXVI  

Section 1. The right of citizens of the United States, who are eighteen years of age 
or older, to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by any 
State on account of age. 

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate 
legislation. [June 30, 1971] 

Source: 1 United States Code Annotated 25 (1987). 

 



Amendment XXVII  

No law varying the compensation for the services of the Senators and 
Representatives shall take effect until an election of Representatives shall have 
intervened. [May 7, 1992]. 



THE EMANCIPATION PROCLAMATION (1863) 

Whereas, on the twenty-second day of September, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand eight hundred and sixty-two, a proclamation was issued by the President 
of the United States, containing, among other things, the following, to wit: 

"That on the first day of January, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-three, all persons held as slaves within any State, or designated 
part of a State, the people whereof shall then be in rebellion against the United 
States, shall be then, thenceforward, and forever free; and the Executive 
Government of the United States, including the military and naval authority 
thereof, will recognize and maintain the freedom of such persons, and will do no 
act or acts to repress such persons, or any of them, in any efforts they may make 
for their actual freedom." 

"That the Executive will, on the first day of January aforesaid, by proclamation, 
designate the States and parts of States, if any, in which the people thereof 
respectively shall then be in rebellion against the United States; and the fact that 
any State, or the people thereof, shall on that day be in good faith represented in 
the Congress of the United States by members chosen thereto at elections wherein 
a majority of the qualified voters of such State shall have participated, shall in the 
absence of strong countervailing testimony be deemed conclusive evidence that 
such State and the people thereof are not then in rebellion against the United 
States." 

Now, therefore, I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States, by virtue of 
the power in me vested as commander-in-chief of the army and navy of the 
United States, in time of actual armed rebellion against the authority and 
government of the United States, and as a fit and necessary war measure for 
suppressing said rebellion, do, on this first day of January, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, and in accordance with my purpose 
so to do, publicly proclaimed for the full period of 100 days from the day first 
above mentioned, order and designate as the States and parts of States wherein the 
people thereof, respectively, are this day in rebellion against the United States, the 
following, to wit: 

Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana (except the parishes of St. Bernard, Plaquemines, 
Jefferson, St. John, St. Charles, St. James, Ascension, Assumption, Terre Bonne, 
Lafourche, St. Mary, St. Martin, and Orleans, including the city of New Orleans), 
Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina, and 
Virginia (except the forty-eight counties designated as West Virginia, and also the 
counties of Berkeley, Accomac, Northampton, Elizabeth City, York, Princess 
Anne, and Norfolk, including the cities of Norfolk and Portsmouth), and which 
excepted parts are for the present left precisely as if this proclamation were not 
issued. 



And by virtue of the power and for the purpose aforesaid, I do order and declare 
that all persons held as slaves within said designated States and parts of States are, 
and henceforward shall be, free; and that the Executive Government of the United 
States, including the military and naval authorities thereof, will recognize and 
maintain the freedom of said persons. 

And I hereby enjoin upon the people so declared to be free to abstain from all 
violence, unless in necessary self-defense; and I recommend to them that, in all 
cases where allowed, they labor faithfully for reasonable wages. 

And I further declare and make known that such persons of suitable condition will 
be received into the armed service of the United States to garrison forts, positions, 
stations, and other places, and to man vessels of all sorts in said service. 

And upon this act, sincerely believed to be an act of justice, warranted by the 
Constitution upon military necessity, I invoke the considerate judgment of 
mankind and the gracious favor of Almighty God. 

In witness whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the seal of the United 
States to be affixed. 

Done at the city of Washington, this first day of January, in the year of our Lord 
one thousand eight hundred and sixty-three, and of the independence of the 
United States of America the eighty-seventh. 

Abraham Lincoln 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Articles of Confederation - 1781 

To all to whom these presents shall come, we the undersigned delegates of the states affixed to 
our names, send greeting: 

Whereas the delegates of the United States of America in Congress assembled, did, on the 
fifteenth day of November in the year of our Lord seventeen seventy-seven, and in the second 
year of the Independence of America, agree to Certain Articles of Confederation and perpetual 
union between the states of New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
North Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia in the words following, viz: 

Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Union Between the States of New Hampshire, 
Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina and 
Georgia. 

ARTICLE I. The style of this Confederacy shall be "The United States of America." 

ARTICLE II. Each state retains its sovereignty, freedom and independence, and every power, 
jurisdiction and right which is not by this Confederation expressly delegated to the United States 
in Congress assembled. 

ARTICLE III. The said states hereby severally enter into a firm league of friendship with each 
other for their common defence, the security of their liberties, and their mutual and general 
welfare, binding themselves to assist each other against all force offered to, or attacks made upon 
them, or any of them, on account of religion, sovereignty, trade, or any other pretence whatever. 

ARTICLE IV. The better to secure and perpetuate mutual friendship and intercourse among the 
people of the different States in this Union, the free inhabitants of each of these states, paupers, 
vagabonds and fugitives from justice excepted, shall be entitled to all privileges and immunities 
of free citizens in the several states; and the people of each state shall have free ingress and 
regress to and from any other state, and shall enjoy therein all the privileges of trade and 
commerce, subject to the same duties, impositions and restrictions as the inhabitants thereof 
respectively; provided, that such restrictions shall not extend so far as to prevent the removal of 
property imported into any state, to any other state of which the owner is an inhabitant; provided 
also, that no imposition, duties or restriction shall be laid by any state on the property of the 
United States, or either of them. 

If any person guilty of or charged with treason, felony, or other high misdemeanor in any state, 
shall flee from justice, and be found in any of the United States, he shall upon demand of the 
governor or executive power of the state from which he fled, be delivered up and removed to the 
state having jurisdiction of his offense. 

Full faith and credit shall be given in each of these states to the records, acts and judicial 
proceedings of the courts and magistrates of every other state. 



ARTICLE V. For the more convenient management of the general interests of the United States, 
delegates shall be annually appointed in such manner as the legislature of each state shall direct, 
to meet in Congress on the first Monday in November, in every year, with a power, reserved to 
each state, to recall its delegates, or any of them, at any time within the year, and to send others 
in their stead, for the remainder of the year. 

No state shall be represented in Congress by less than two, nor by more than seven members; and 
no person shall be capable of being a delegate for more than three years in any term of six years; 
nor shall any person, being a delegate, be capable of holding any office under the United States, 
for which he, or another for his benefit receives any salary, fees or emolument of any kind. 

Each state shall maintain its own delegates in a meeting of the states, and while they act as 
members of the committee of the states. 

In determining questions in the United States, in Congress assembled, each state shall have one 
vote. 

Freedom of speech and debate in Congress shall not be impeached or questioned in any court, or 
place out of Congress, and the members of Congress shall be protected in their persons from 
arrests and imprisonments, during the time of their going to and from, and attendance on 
Congress, except for treason, felony, or breach of the peace. 

ARTICLE VI. No state without the consent of the United States in Congress assembled, shall 
send any embassy to, or receive any embassy from, or enter into any conference, agreement, 
alliance or treaty with any king, prince or state; nor shall any person holding any office of profit 
or trust under the United States, or any of them, accept of any, present, emolument, office or title 
of any kind whatever from any king, prince or foreign state; nor shall the United States in 
Congress assembled, or any of them, grant any title of nobility. 

No two or more states shall enter into any treaty, confederation or alliance whatever between 
them, without the consent of the United States in Congress asembled, specifying accurately the 
purposes for which the same is to be entered into, and how long it shall continue. 

No state shall lay any impost or duties, which may interfere with any stipulations in treaties, 
entered into by the United States in Congress assembled, with any king, prince or state, in 
pursuance of any treaties already proposed by Congress to the courts of France and Spain.  

No vessels of war shall be kept up in time of peace by any state, except such number only as 
shall be deemed necessary by the United States in Congress assembled, for the defence of such 
state, or its trade; nor shall any body of forces be kept up by any state, in time of peace except 
such number only, as in the judgment of the United States, Congress assembled, shall be deemed 
requisite to garrison the forts necessary for the defence of such state; but every state shall always 
keep up a well regulated and disciplined militia, sufficiently armed and accoutered, and shall 
provide and constantly have ready for use, in public stores, a due number of field pieces and 
tents, and a proper quantity of arms, ammunition and camp equipage. 



No state shall engage in any war without the consent of the United States in Congress assembled, 
unless such state be actually invaded by enemies, or shall have received certain advice of a 
resolution being formed by some nation of Indians to invade such state, and the danger is so 
imminent as not to admit of a delay, till the United States in Congress assembled can be 
consulted: nor shall any state grant commissions to any ships or vessels of war, nor letters of 
marque or reprisal, except it be after a declaration of war by the United States in Congress 
assembled, and then only against the kingdom or state and the subjects thereof, against which 
war has been so declared, and under such regulations as shall be established by the United States 
in Congress assembled, unless such state be infested by pirates, in which case vessels of war be 
fitted out for that occasion, and kept so long as the danger shall continue, or until the United 
States in Congress assembled shall determine otherwise. 

ARTICLE VII. When land forces are raised by any state for the common defence, all officers of 
or under the rank of colonel, shall be appointed by the Legislature of each state respectively by 
whom such forces shall be raised, or in such manner as such state shall direct, all vacancies shall 
be filled up by the state which first made the appointment. 

ARTICLE VIII. All charges of war, and all other expenses that shall be incurred for the 
common defence or general welfare, and allowed by the United States in Congress assembled, 
shall be defrayed out of a common treasury, which shall be supplied by the several states, in 
proportion to the value of all land within each state, granted to or surveyed for any person, as 
such land and the buildings and improvements thereon shall be estimated according to such 
mode as the United States in Congress assembled, shall from time to time direct and appoint. 

The taxes for paying that proportion shall be laid and levied by the authority and direction of the 
legislatures of the several states within the time agreed upon by the United States in Congress 
assembled. 

ARTICLE IX. The United States in Congress assembled, shall have the sole and exclusive right 
and power of determining on peace and war except in the cases mentioned in the sixth article; of 
sending and receiving ambassadors; entering into treaties and alliances; provided that no treaty 
of commerce shall be made whereby the legislative power of the respective states shall be 
restrained from imposing such imposts and duties on foreigners, as their own people are 
subjected to, or from prohibiting the exportation or importation of any species of goods or 
commodities whatsoever; of establishing rules for deciding in all cases, what captures on land or 
water shall be legal, and in what manner prizes taken by land or naval forces in the service of the 
United States shall be divided or appropriated; of granting letters of marque and reprisal in times 
of peace; appointing courts for the trial of piracies and felonies committed on the high seas and 
establishing courts for receiving and determining finally appeals in all cases of captures, 
provided that no member of Congress shall be appointed a judge of any of said courts. 

The United States in Congress assembled shall also be the last resort on appeal in all disputes 
and differences now subsisting or that hereafter may arise between two or more states concerning 
boundary, jurisdiction or any other cause whatever; which authority shall always be exercised in 
the manner following. Whenever the legislative or executive authority or lawful agent of any 
state in controversy with another shall present a petition to Congress, stating the matter in 



question and praying for a hearing, notice thereof shall be given by order of Congress to the 
legislative or executive authority of the other state in controversy, and a day assigned for the 
appearance of the parties by their lawful agents, who shall then be directed to appoint by joint 
consent commissioners or judges to constitute a court for hearing and determining the matter in 
question: but if they can not agree, Congress shall name three persons out of each of the United 
States, and from the list of such persons each party shall alternately strike out one, the petitioners 
beginning, until the number shall be reduced to thirteen; and from that number not less than 
seven, nor more than nine names, as Congress shall direct, shall in the presence of Congress be 
drawn out by lot, and the persons whose names shall be so drawn or any five of them, shall be 
commissioners or judges, to hear and finally determine the controversy, so always as a major 
part of the judges who shall hear the cause shall agree in the determination: and if either party 
shall neglect to attend at the day appointed, without showing reasons, which Congress judge 
sufficient, or being present shall refuse to strike, the Congress shall proceed to nominate three 
persons out of each state, and the Secretary of Congress shall strike in behalf of such party absent 
or refusing; and the judgment and sentence of the court to be appointed, in the manner before 
prescribed, shall be final and conclusive; and if any of the parties shall refuse to submit to the 
authority of such court, or to appear or defend their claim or cause, the court shall, nevertheless 
proceed to pronounce sentence, or judgment, which shall in like manner be final and decisive, 
the judgment or sentence and other proceeds being in either case transmitted to Congress, and 
lodged among the acts of Congress for the security of the parties concerned: provided that every 
commissioner, before he sits in judgment, shall take an oath to be administered by one of the 
judges of the supreme or superior court of the state where the cause shall be tried, "well and truly 
to hear and determine the matter in question, according to the best of his judgment without favor, 
affection, or hope of reward": provided also that no state shall be deprived of territory for the 
benefit of the United States. 

All controversies concerning the private right of soil claimed under different grants of two or 
more states, whose jurisdiction as they may respect such lands, and the states which passed such 
grants are adjusted, the said grants or either of them being at the same time claimed to have 
originated antecedent to such settlement of jurisdiction, shall on the petition of either party to the 
Congress of the United States, be finally determined as near as may be in the same manner as is 
before prescribed for deciding disputes respecting territorial jurisdiction between the different 
states. 

The United States in Congress assembled shall also have the sole and exclusive right and power 
of regulating the alloy and value of coin struck by their own authority, or by that of respective 
state fixing the standard of weights and measures throughout the United States regulating the 
trade, and managing all affairs with the Indians, not members of any of the states, provided that 
the legislative right of state within its own limits be not infringed or violated; establishing and 
regulating post offices from one state to another, throughout all the United States, and exacting 
such postage on the papers passing through the same as may be requisite to defray the expenses 
of the said office; appointing all officers of the land forces, in the service of the United States, 
excepting regimental officers; appointing all the officers of the naval forces, and commissioning 
all officers whatever in the service of the United States; making rules for the government and 
regulation of said land and naval forces, and directing their operations. 



The United States in Congress assembled shall have authority to appoint a committee, to sit in 
the recess of Congress, to be denominated "a Committee of the States," and to consist of one 
delegate from each state; and to appoint such other committees and civil officers as may be 
necessary for managing the general affairs of the United States under their direction; to appoint 
one of their number to preside, provided that no person be allowed to serve in the office of 
president more than one year in any term of three years; to ascertain the necessary sums of 
money to be raised for the service of the United States, and to appropriate and apply the same for 
defraying the public expenses; to borrow money, or emit bills on the credit of the United States, 
transmitting every half year to the respective states an account of the sums of money so 
borrowed or emitted; to build and equip a navy; to agree upon the number of land forces, and to 
make requisitions from each state for its quota, in proportion to the number of white inhabitants 
in such state; which requisition shall be binding, and therepon the legislature of each state shall 
appoint the regimental officers, raise the men and clothe, arm and equip them in a soldierlike 
manner, at the expense of the United States; and the officers and men so clothed, armed and 
equipped shall march to the place appointed, and within the time agreed on by the United States 
in Congress assembled: but if the United States in Congress assembled shall, on consideration of 
circumstances judge proper that any state should not raise men, or should raise a smaller number 
than its quota, and that any other state should raise a greater number of men than the quota 
thereof, such extra number shall be raised, officered, clothed, armed and equipped in the same 
manner as the quota of such state, unless the legislature of such state shall judge that such extra 
number can not be safely spared out of the same, in which case they shall raise, officer, clothe, 
arm and equip as many of such extra number as they judge can be safely spared. And the officers 
and men so clothed, armed and equipped, shall march to the place appointed, and within the time 
agreed on by the United States in Congress assembled. 

The United States in Congress assembled shall never engage in war, nor grant letters of marque 
and reprisal in time of peace, nor enter into any treaties or alliances, nor coin money, nor regulate 
the value thereof, nor ascertain the sums and expenses necessary for the defense and welfare of 
the United States, or any of them, nor emit bills, nor borrow money on the credit of the United 
States, nor appropriate money, nor agree upon the number of vessels of war, to be built or 
purchased, or the number of land or sea forces to be raised, nor appoint a commander-in-chief of 
the army or navy, unless nine states assent to the same: nor shall a question on any other point, 
except for adjourning from day to day be determined, unless by the votes of a majority of the 
United States in Congress assembled. 

The Congress of the United States shall have power to adjourn to any time within the year, and 
to any place within the United States, so that no period of adjournment be for a longer duration 
than the space of six months; and shall publish the journal of their proceedings monthly, except 
such parts thereof relating to treaties, alliances or military operations, as in their judgment 
require secrecy; and the yeas and nays of the delegates of each state on any question shall be 
entered on the journal, when it is desired by any delegate; and the delegates of a state, or any of 
them, at his or their request, shall be furnished with transcript of the said journal, except such 
parts as are above excepted to lay before the legislatures of the several states. 

ARTICLE X. The Committee of the States, or any nine of them shall be authorized to execute, 
in the recess of Congress, such of the powers of Congress as the United States in Congress 



assembled, by the consent of nine states, shall from time to time think expedient to vest them 
with; provided that no power be delegated to the said committee for the exercise of which, by the 
Articles of Confederation, the voice of nine states in the Congress of the United States assembled 
is requisite. 

ARTICLE XI. Canada acceding to this Confederation, and joining in the measures of the United 
States, shall be admitted into, and entitled to all the advantages of this Union: but no other 
colony shall be admitted into the same, unless such admission be agreed to by nine states. 

ARTICLE XII. All bills of credit emitted, moneys borrowed and debts contracted by, or under 
the authority of Congress, before the assembling of the United States, in pursuance of the present 
Confederation, shall be deemed and considered as a charge against the United States, for 
payment and satisfaction whereof the said United States and the public faith are hereby solemnly 
pledged. 

ARTICLE XIII. Every state shall abide by the determinations of the United States in Congress 
assembled, on all quesions which by this Confederation are submitted to them. And the Articles 
of this Confederation shall be inviolably observed by every state, and the Union shall be 
perpetual; nor shall any alteration at any time hereafter be made in any of them, unless such 
alteration be agreed to in a Congress of the United States, and be afterwards confirmed by the 
legislatures of every state. 

AND WHEREAS it hath pleased the Great Governor of the world to incline the hearts of the 
legislatures we respectively represent in Congress, to approve of, and to authorize us to ratify the 
said Articles of Confederation and perpetual Union. Know ye that we the undersigned delegates, 
by virtue of the power and authority to us given for that purpose, do by these presents, in the 
name and in behalf of our respective constituents, fully and entirely ratify and confirm each and 
every of the said Articles of Confederation and perpetual Union, and all and singular the matters 
and things therein contained: and we do further solemnly plight and engage the faith of our 
respective constituents, that they shall abide by the determinations of the United States Congress 
assembled, on all questions, which by the said Confederation are submitted to them. And that the 
articles thereof shall be inviolably observed by the states we respectively represent, and that the 
Union shall be perpetual. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF we have hereunto set our hands in Congress. Done at Philadelphia in 
the State of Pennsylvania the ninth day of July in the year of our Lord one thousand seven 
hundred and seventy-eight, and in the third year of the independence of America. 

On the part and behalf of New Hampshire. 

Josiah Bartlett John Wentworth, Junr. August 8th, 1778 

On the part and behalf of the State of Massachusetts Bay. 

John Hancock Francis Dana Samuel Adams 



James Lovell Elbridge Gerry Samuel Holton 

On the part and behalf of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations.  

William Ellery John Collins Henry Marchant 

On the part and behalf of the State of Connecticut. 

Roger Sherman Titus Hosmer Samuel Huntington 
Andrew Adams Oliver Wolcott  

On the part and behalf the State of New York. 

Jas. Duane Wm. Duer Fra. Lewis 
Gouv. Morris   

On the part and behalf of the State of New Jersey (Novr. 26, 1778.) 

Jno. Witherspoon Nathl. Scudder 

On the part and behalf of the State of Pennsylvania. 

Robt. Morris William Clingan Daniael Roberdeau 
Joseph Reed Jona. Bayard Smith 22d July 1778 

On the part and behalf of the State of Delaware. 

Tho. M'Kean John Dickinson Nicholas Van Dyke
Feby. 12, 1779 May 5th, 1779  

On the part and behalf of the State of Maryland.  

John Hanson Daniel Carroll March 1, 1781 

On the part and behalf of the State of Virginia. 

Richard Henry Lee Jno. Harvie John Banister
Francis Lightfoot Lee Thomas Adams  

On the part and behalf of the State of North Carolina. 



John Penn Conrns. Harnett 
July 21st, 1778 Jno. Williams 

On the part and behalf of the State of South Carolina. 

Henry Laurens Richd. Hutson William Henry 
Drayton 

Thos. Heyward Junr. Jno. Mathews  

On the part and behalf of the State of Georgia. 

Jno. Walton Edwd. Telfair 24th July, 1778 
Edwd. Langworthy   
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